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~ tion con in this re; ~* —- ~~*~=rfsd from & memorandun written
o oo oh %s aave tof "\ KAININS steted that he had

German which B
::d aumerous talXs e [C. -1 end vas writing nle memorandum because of

the importance which the Latvisnelsngusge VOA broadcasts spparently had in latvia,
It 'ho.\s,d be recalled that KALNINS is & strone nolitical figure in latvian l:tmsoo
politics, and that certein of the views of b Z7probebly ere EALNINS® own
opinion of these points, altbough since the T ere young working men they _
muw:nn-uammu-mmm:ummmmmm-npon. .
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Subject: Letvien View of VOA Brosdcasts Rersvidl: Wss-1839

Date of Information: Prior to June 1352
Place Acquired: $weden, 8tockholm Date Acquired: 11 August 1952
Evsluation: F=6 Date of Report:l3 Auguet 1952

Source: Latvien Social Democratic leader
from five recent latvian escapees

L, ' Voice of America broadcasts in the Letvian langusge are widely listened to in
latvia, and the insuguration of the broadcasts apparently was popular throughout the
-~eountry, latvians are encouranged by the broadcasts, which they regerd as a sign

A that the free world hes not forgotton their country, Between 1945 and 1951 no

v foreign brosdcasts in the Latvian language were received in Latvlia, and there wae

! considereble pessimism over the position of the western powers toward latvie and
the other Baltic stetes, When the latvian-language YOA broadcasts began in 1951,
inforuants said that it vas taken eg the basis for s nev feeling of hope and an
indiscation that the United States and the democratic world remembered Latvia, -

2. Informsnts ssy thet latvians are especially glod to hear brosdcasts which have

A ¢, , some direct bearing on their owmn 1life, Oriticisus of the Gommunist system and

% . ' ettacks ageinst individual Communist lsaders are well received, Almost a year after
s _ the broadcast, informants still recalled points which were mentioned sgainst Vilis
Cae 'ﬁ(mxs. current chalrman of the praesidium of Soviet-latvis, They feel that more
"1 direct snd concrete attacks amut.iunms ZOLINS, LAOIS end other government
. S or Comunist Party officiels iu a would bejof value, .

R Informants point out that thers are about 120,000 Latvien refugees in the free

ok .
’ i“‘“a:.‘f('[ world, ‘They assert that their relatives in Latvie ore very much interested in the

?;','}-f 3 sctivities of thess refugees wherever they may be throughout the world, Informants
"¢ think that the VOA brosdcasts concerning their own escape probably have caused oon=
¢. %, sidersble comment in Latvia.

I e )
W

. Infornnants assert that although the VOA broadcasts are popular, it is felt that
they should sdopt & more definite policy on the question of the future of Latvia,
Latvians are happy that the United States hes not recognized the Soviet eunexation
, of their . country, and they welecome news of the growing military strength of western
0¥ | purope, but et the seme time, many Latviens feel that Letvis is en sestern Buropean
- | #tate, and they wonder why the VOA broadcssts do not mention some plan which might
U | extet for the eventual freeing of Latvia from Soviet control, Latvians responded
' VOA broadcasts concerning free elections in Dast Germany with the question, “Way
do they only ask for fres elections in Bast Germany and not in latviat® Informents
think thas #0 long s» the VOA droadcasts do rot indicate that the wegtern povers
have taker & £irm stand on the question of futurs latvia, all political activity
in latvis sust necessarily be restrioted,
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' . Cqpare
5  As working men, informants regret that the VOA brosdcaste hardly ever f's I r,
.contair information on the international activities of the labor movement, .
" 4nd specifically, that the VOA does not broadcast infornation ‘on the’ Lstvian
labor movement in exile, They say that the Commnist rodio in Riga sometimes
, broadcagts attacks on the activities of Latvian Socisl Democrats and labor
. leaders in exile, but that the VOA never gives them any idee of what these
» leaders actually may be doing or what they are sttempting to do, Informnts
podnt out that most people in Latvis are working people, and they think: that
: VOA programs on labor questions would have considerable appeal, Informants aleo
think that the YOA broedossts Jo not recognize the great differences betweoin the
1ife of Latvian refugees and of Latvians vho live in latvi's 1tself, They essert
that the workers of Latvis probably are somevhat redicel politicelly and teay ‘
* ‘have soclalist sympsthles, and they feel that VOA broadcasts should sttempt to !
appeal % these sympathies,

. 6, Intormtl. all of whom are between 21 and 28 yoars of oge, feel that young

, Dpeople in iatvia have very 1ittle ides of the essence and functions of democramcy,
. They belisve that VOA trosdcasts which described the democratic process would be

! well received sud they assert that VOA brosdcasts explsining warious exile Latvien

refugee political parties and their functions would be 0f interest, if only to

! ghow thst these partios do exist, They think that former Lstvian politiclans

St who ere living in exile aehould be uged to make broadcasts to latvia, They wonder

why the VOA did not broedcast e progran to refute the Commmist First of May

progras, by explaining to letvie something of the ectivities of free workers,

Informante do nmot feel that it is correct to use the May First broadcast only to

transmit¢ anti-Communist worker propagands, axd they say that May Firet is popular

smong Latvian workers aa & holiday despite the element of official force which is

associated with 1t in latvie,

Te m' informants state that the transmissions of the VOA to latvia sre too
1izd ted, .and that & single fifteen minute progras camot suffice %0 supply the
neceasary information and political explanstions 'hlab latvien listensrs degire

hh‘ﬂ".
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